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Pastor Theresa asked me if I would be willing to move my 
Stewardship Column up to where her Pastor’s letter is 
found in the newsletter, just for this month while she is on 
her well-deserved renewal leave. This is a big deal! Not 
back on page 6 or 7, but right there up front! This is where 
the big news gets shared! 

Thankfully, she also gave me the news she wants me to 
share. In light of her current renewal leave, there is not 
going to be an annual campaign this Fall. 

Now, before any of us get caught in an emotional outburst, 
let me also announce, there will be a 2026 Campaign to 
fill our box with a record-breaking number of cards, esti-
mating your giving level for 2026, and it will be held in 
2026. 

As it would be hard to plan a campaign (which has tradi-
tionally begun in October) when the renewal leave is in 
place, Pastor Theresa asked me, “What would you think 
about moving the campaign to January?” My response 
was, “I have some friends who are much more experi-
enced in campaigns and know more than I ever hope to 
know. They are saying the first two months of the year are 
a better time for churches to conduct their campaigns.” 

Joe Park is a great friend, and he is the CEO of Horizons 
Stewardship, which I believe is the largest, church-serving 
stewardship organization in the country today. I remem-
bered a Blog he had written on this topic not too long ago. 
Joe wrote on the positive aspects of making this change. 
He notes many positive reasons for doing the campaign in 
the first two months of the year. People have more infor-
mation available about what their income may look like, 
and they are more focused, without all the distractions of 
getting ready for the holidays. 

 

“ 

“I think this is a great time to put this to the test!” is what I 
shared with our pastor right before she began her renewal 
leave. I hope that not having this as an immediate task 
challenge this Fall, on top of all her other pastoral respon-
sibilities, would help her get the most benefit from the two
-month renewal leave. And the more blessings she gets 
from the leave, the more our congregation will be blessed 
by her teaching, leading, and pastoral care. 

The next year, I believe, will be a crucial time for our con-
gregation. Our leadership has faced some extraordinary 
challenges in regard to property needs and financial chal-
lenges. In spite of that, we continue to be a congregation 
that makes an enormous presence in the community, 
through ministries like our food pantry, backpack pro-
gram, offering space to organizations like the Symphonet-
ta, Scouts, the Red Cross, and others. We don’t want to cut 
back and retreat; we need to grow. If we can meet the 
campaign in the new year with generosity and compassion 
for those who need us, we will meet the challenges Christ 
puts before us!  
 
   ~Ken Sloane 
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October 19 and 26 

John Weaver 
 

 Messenger 
A publication of  

Smyrna First United Methodist Church  
Welcoming All, Loving All, Serving All 

 

 October, 2025 



 

2 

 

                                                         WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS FOR SEPTEMBER, 2025 
     

 8:30 Liturgist                          Greeters          Coffee & Conversation               Sound Board 
Oct. 5   Becky Jenkins            Kim Honey   Kim Honey     Jason & Cynamon Fritschler    
Oct. 12 Becky Jenkins            Rick & Amy Wise  UMM                             Lane & Geneva Cronan 
Oct. 19 Jan Schilling           Rick & Amy Wise  Kim Honey 
Oct. 26 Jan Schilling              Rick & Amy Wise  Trish Pendleton 
 
11:00 Liturgist          Ushers        Childrenôs Message  Sound Board  
Oct. 5   Nita Wright      Mike & Marjorie Adams  NA 
Oct. 12 Betty & Tyler Cooley   Mike & Marjorie Adams     Lydia Oliver   
Oct. 19 Lois Anderson     Mike & Marjorie Adams     Lynn Patterson   Tyler Cooley, Ron Patterson 
Oct. 26 Lois Anderson     Mike Bryant      Lynn Patterson        Tyler Cooley, Ron Patterson   
 
8:30 Communion Servers         11:00 Communion Servers 
Diana Hague, Nadina Tharpe                Oren & Lydia Oliver 

 Missions and Outreach Committee  

We are entering a busy time for our mission ministry in our 

church, and we hope there will be an opportunity for everyone to 

find a project that speaks to their heart. First, I would like to thank 

all those who supported our Mission Fundraiser and enjoyed the 

spaghetti lunch on September 28. The Sager Brown mission is 

important to the ability of UMCOR to respond to disasters with 

enough supplies. They rely on volunteers to help keep the ware-

house stocked. Your donations help us be part of that mission.  

November is the time when we gear up for Op-

eration Christmas Child and our Turkey 

basket give away. Boxes for Operation Christ-

mas Child will be available on Sunday October 

26 and will be due back at the church no later 

than November 16. The same dates will apply to 

the Turkey baskets as they will need to be dis-

tributed to our food pantry clients the week be-

fore Thanksgiving which will be November 19. Remember, we no 

longer put frozen turkeys in the basket. Instead, we provide a gift 

card with which to purchase a turkey or ham of their choice. Last 

year we were able to provide a basket for almost every pantry cli-

ent, which was a wonderful blessing.  

We are unsure of the status of our Angel Tree mission as our past 

contact has passed away and we are in the process of trying to 

obtain a new contact. Be sure and watch the emails you receive 

from Sandra for updates on the project. We understand this is a 

favorite project of our congregation and we intend to keep it go-

ing. If anyone has any suggestions, we are more than happy to 

listen. Thank you for being a church that has a heart for missions. 

Your support is essential, and blessings will be returned ten fold 

by our helping others less fortunate. ñwhatever you did for one of 

the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for meò 

Matthew 25:40                                             

                                                   -Trish Pendleton 

      Sharing Sunday, October 5, item is Ramen Noodles. 

 

    WHAT IS WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY? 

World Communion Sunday celebrates the unity and di-
versity of the universal Christian community. As we gath-
er around the Lordôs table, we recognize our unity in 
Christ, joining with others worldwide in Holy Communion. 
Embracing this commitment, United Methodists are dedi-
cated to nurturing diverse leadership within the church 
by allocating funds for scholarships and leadership train-
ing for under-represented students. 

Contributions fund scholarships for U.S. and internation-
al students, as well as grants for global inclusion, diversi-
ty, equity, and access training. Last year, over $360,000 
was raised to advance these educational initiatives: 

Fifty percent of the funds collected go toward scholarships for 
undergraduate and graduate students of color pursuing ordain 
ed ministry.   
 
Thirty-five percent of the funds collected provide grants to 
support training for worldwide inclusion, diversity, equity, and 
access. The In-Service Training Grants support the recruit-
ment, training, and retention of people of color in leadership 
roles across all levels of church ministry.  

Fifteen percent of the funds collected support leadership de-
velopment among partner churches and communities in Afri-
ca, Asia/Pacific, Latin America, Eastern Europe, and commu-
nities of color in the U.S.   

One of the beautiful things about The United Methodist 
Church is that, together, we can accomplish far more 
than we could on our own. Together, we invest in a more 
inclusive, globally representative church leadership. 

Make checks payable to Smyrna First 
UMC with a note on the check ñWorld 
Communion donationò, or scan the QR 
code to donate online. 
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If your birthday or anniversary is not listed or 
is listed incorrectly, please notify the church 
office: sandra.phelps@smyrnafirstumc.org 

 Hello Families of  
Preschoolers! 

 

Register now for classes. 
Classes meet Monday and Wednesday,  

9 am - 2 pm,  
August 11 through May 13, 2026   

 
 
 
 
 
 

We would love to be a part of your  
child’s education!     

Contact sparrowsnestdirector@gmail.com 
A ministry of Smyrna First United Methodist Church 

 

           
 
 

 Betsy Jordan, Director 

 

               Important Information 
Registration        $100 per child 
Monthly Tuition  $200 first child
     $180 second child 
     $170 for third child 
www.smyrna1stumc.org/Sparrow’s Nest 

Gene Hardiman   10/1 
Tom Huebel   10/1 
Reagan Dempsey   10/2 
Penny Gardner   10/2 
Sherrill Pitts   10/2 
Tony Takayama   10/2 
Oliver Williams   10/2 
Buddy Witherow   10/4 
Sandra Abernathy  10/5 
Charles Campbell   10/6 
Pam Ashworth   10/7 
Kenneth Victory   10/9 
Matt Benward   10/10 
Michaela Villacorta  10/11 
Tim Sweeney   10/16 
Mike Bryant   10/17 
Frank Pitts   10/17 
Jon Pelletier   10/18 
Danette Hookey   10/21 
Taelynn Ellis-Jenkins  10/23 
Regan Eisher   10/24 
Larry Haislar   10/24 
Mary Ellen Lansdell  10/27 
Lynn Patterson   10/28 
James Johnson   10/29 
Malinda Lester   10/30 

Gary & Mary Kay Dempsey  10/9 
Jackie & Nadina Tharpe   10/10 
Jesse & Mia Bobick   10/13 
Lyron & Melinda Potts   10/15 
Allen & Kayla Morse   10/16 
Kenneth & Peggy Thomas   10/16 
David & Andi Steinberg   10/29 

October 26, 5:00-7:00 pm 
We are collecting bags of individually wrapped candy. 

Donations can be dropped off in the sanctuary 
or the church office. 

Decorate your car trunk and come out 
to help us welcome the kids with lots of treats. 
There will be a gift card for the winning trunk! 

Don’t Miss The Fun!!! 

       Join us at 9:30 am in fellowship hall 
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                             Begins October 24 
 
We will be studying “On Purpose: Finding Godôs Voice in 
Your Passionò. We are hungry for a sense of purpose, di-
rection and calling in our lives. We want to be part of 
something bigger than ourselves. We want to be more than 
we are. 
 
In this study, the authors help us see God’s purpose for our 
lives, how to open ourselves to God’s voice and how to 
take the first or next step in God’s call. We will meet Octo-
ber 24, 31, and November 7 & 14. Please contact Nita 
Wright (615-828-9279) or nita_wright@bellsouth.net for 
more information and to secure a book.  We hope you will 
join us! 

(Senior Adults Living Triumphantly) 
For all who are 55+ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The S.A.L.T. committee is partnering with the Ten-
nessee Valley Healthcare System’s Civic Engage-
ment program, collecting needed items on behalf of 
the Veterans in our area. We need your help. A list is 
provided that covers clothing, comfort items (ex: 
shaving cream or gel, deodorant, shampoo, etc.)  
Other items like gas and grocery cards, snacks, and 
games are also requested.* 
 
A collection box will be in the narthex for the month 
of October and a full list of items will also be availa-
ble. 
 
Any way you can contribute will honor our military 
veterans for their great service to our country.  To 
our veterans and their families, we say thank you. 
 
At our noon, November 20th SALT lunch, we in-
vite our Veterans and/or surviving family members 
to be our guests and have lunch with us.  Your spe-
cial memories mean a lot.  Let us know if you plan to 
join us. 
 

 

*NEEDS LIST* 
 
Shirts 
Sweatshirts 
Sweatpants 
Tennis shoes 
Underwear 
Reading glasses 
Mouthwash 
Safety razors 
Denture adhesive 
Body wash 
Shaving cream 
Shampoo/conditioner 
 

Gas cards 
Grocery gift cards 
Crossword puzzle books 
Board games 
Playing cards 
Paint-by-number kits 
Coloring books 
Colored pencils 
Snack packs 
Bottled water 
Coffee supplies 
 

 

WHAT DO 
YOU SEE? 
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 Blood Drive 

                                                       LEADERSHIP BOARD REPORT 
 
The Leadership Board met last Sunday immediately following the 11:00 service and things have been hopping! Some of the things that 
have been done are: 
1. The IT team has had two 100 inch screen TV’s installed in the sanctuary. The existing TV’s were taken down and are also being used - 

one is in the back of the sanctuary; this screen is bigger than the one that died; this enables the choir, praise band and staff in the chan-
cel area to be able to see the print much better. The other TV will be going up in the entrance to the fellowship hall; it will have all the 
announcements concerning church activities scrolling so they can be seen when folks are in the fellowship hall. 

2. The electricians have finished the Christ window lighting project and it is absolutely beautiful. This was funded through our Memorial 
Fund. 

3. The electricians have also finished installing extra outlets in the chancel area; IT will now come in and separate and straighten all the 
cords up in the chancel area; this will help keep the area much neater and take away the possibility of anyone tripping while they are up 
there. 

4. The falling paint in the Chapel has been scraped and estimates are being collected as to the cost of what to do when moving forward. 

5. The outdoor cameras have been installed and are ready to go; training for this will occur Tuesday, September 30. You are welcome to 
attend if you are interested in working with this. 

We are extremely thankful for Rev. LeNoir Culbertson, Rev. Mike Waldrop, Rev. John Weaver and Rev. De Hennessy for serving as sup-
ply pastors and with visitation. Rev. Hennessy will be on call for visitation during the month of October, please call the church office if you 
have an issue to come up and he will be notified. 

We are seeing acts of violence in churches more and more. Please know that the Board is in the process of putting a safety plan together. 
We also plan to have Officer Schoen, from the Smyrna Police Department, come to meet with us to discuss church safety. More infor-
mation will be coming soon. 

If there is anything you have concerns about, please do not hesitate to contact any member of the Leadership Board to voice them. 

Have a blessed October! 

Nita Wright 
Leadership Board Chair 
 

YOUTH INFORMATION 
 

Confirmation class has began at 4 pm on Sunday. 
Youth are meeting at 5 pm. 
 
Youth 6th grade - 12th grade are invited to join us  
for Sunday school at 10 am every Sunday. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

¶ Freida Winkley needs prayer as she continues with 
chemo.  

¶ John Hawk is home recovering from heart surgery. 

¶ Continue to pray for Jan Bryant as she recovers. 

 

   October 2, 10:30 am - 3:30 pm 
          Fellowship Hall, Door C 

All donors will receive a $10  
Amazon eGift Card!!!! 

To schedule an appointment log 
onto www.redcrossblood.org and 

enter sponsor code:  
FUMCSmyrna or call  
1-800-RED CROSS 
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Use this QR code to access 
the VANCO donation page 
for a one time online dona-
tion or to set up recurring 
donations.    

 

FNANCIAL UPDATE 
 BUDGET VS ACTUAL  

 

Sept. Tithes & Offerings Received   $  24,773.00 
Sept.  Budget Needs        $  31,442.00  
Sept.  Over/(Under) Budget    $   (6,669.00)         
Balance Forward      $ (16,482.00)              
YTD Over/(Under) Budget Needs    $ (23,151.00)

INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY  
Approved 1/19/2025 

 
When Rutherford County Schools are closed for weather, 
the church office will be closed and all activities for the 
day will be canceled.   
 
When inclement weather occurs on a weekend it will be 
discerned on an individual basis if the church will be 
closed and/or services will be postponed, and the member-
ship will be notified. 

 

 

Here are the dates for Adults in Ministry at Mountain 
T.O.P.  Even in the midst of busy schedules we hope you 
will go ahead and mark your calendar for when you plan 
to serve with us in October. 
 

¶ October 2-5 Major Home Repair only 

¶ October 9-12 Major Home Repair only 

¶ October 17-18 Local Volunteer days 

¶ October 23-26 Major Home Repair & 
                                     Fall Festival* 

¶ October 30- Major Home Repair only 
        November 2 
 
If you have never volunteered with Mountain T.O.P.’s 
Adults in Ministry, Jan Schilling can help with any infor-
mation you need or to get you registered. 
 
*For the Fall Festival we could use more adult shoes, larg-
er adult coats, books (for both kids and adults), hygiene 
kits, hats, scarves, gloves.  (We have plenty of socks!!) 
Thank you so much.  There is a box in the narthex to col-
lect these items. 

WANTED: RINGERS, SINGERS AND 
PLAYERS 

We would love for you to come join our music 
program! We will begin practicing Advent and 
Christmas music soon. If you are interested in 
singing in the choir, ringing in the handbells, or 
singing and/or playing in the Praise Band, please 
see our Music Director, Branson Clark.  Come join 
us! 

 

 

 

YOGA Schedule 
Hello Fellow Yogis! 
Save these dates for when we return to the mat for our group practices: 
          Tuesday, October 21, 11:00 am           Thursday, October 23, 6:00 pm 
 
In the meantime, take some time to roll your mat out; put on some music; and do just a few poses like forward fold, 
down dog, table top, cat/cow and more! Your body and muscles will remember and your mind will love it. Explore 
what is available on-line through YouTube. 
 
I will be rolling my mat out at our stops across the Southwest on our travels.   Namaste Always, Lynn 
 



 

7 

 s c h e d u l e  O F  E V E N T S  

SUNDAY SCHEDULE:  
  8:30 AM  Modern Worship 
  9:30 AM  Coffee & Conversation 
10:00 AM  Sunday School 
11:00 AM  Traditional Worship 
  4:00 PM   Confirmation  
  5:00 PM   Youth 

            
 
     
 
 

       Sun     Mon      Tue    Wed     Thu      Fri    Sat 

       

   
 
            

 1 2 3  
 

4   

5 See Schedule 

 ñSharing Sundayò   
      WORLD  
COMMUNION  
     SUNDAY 

6 See Schedule 

  
6 pm  Worship 
Committee Cancelled 

7 

 
 

8   See Schedule 

   

9  See Schedule 

   
 
 

10 
 

11    
  

12 13  See Schedule 

 

14 

  
 
 

15 See Schedule 

  

16  17  
 

18 

19 
 
 

20 
 
   
No Orchestra  
   Rehearsal 

21 
 
 
 
 

22   
   
     
 
 

 23  24   

 
10 am Morning 
Glories Bible Study 
Begins 
         

25  

26 27 
 No Orchestra  
   Rehearsal 

29 30 31        
 
FH=Fellowship Hall 

 

  COMMUNION  

TUESDAY SCHEDULE: 
11:00 AM  Yoga Class   
  5:30 PM   Girl Scouts (once a month) 

 

WEDNESDAY  SCHEDULE: 
9:00 AM  Sparrowõs Nest 
3:00 PM   Food Pantry 
5:30 PM   Pastorõs Bible Study 

                               (as scheduled) 

5:30 PM   Brownies (twice a month) 

6:00 PM   Hand Bells 
7:15 PM   Chancel Choir                     
  

MONDAY SCHEDULE: 
  9:00 AM  Sparrowõs Nest  
  6:00 PM  Cub/Boy Scouts   
  6:00 PM  Sinfonietta Rehearsal 
                                      

 

           See Schedule 
          
7:30 am  Menôs 
         Breakfast       
12:15 UWF 

    

     See Schedule 
 
  

       See Schedule 
      
 

         See Schedule 
 
 
11 am Yoga returns 

See Schedule 

THURSDAY SCHEDULE: 
6:00 PM   Praise Band 
6:00 PM   Yoga Class 
FRIDAY SCHEDULE: 
10:00 AM  Morning Glories 
                               (as scheduled) 

 

 

 
  

See Schedule 

See Schedule 

See Schedule 

6:30 Scout Committee Mtg 
 

See Schedule See Schedule 

  
10:00  SALT Committee ð  
 CR 

    

See Schedule 

 

 

        See Schedule 
      
12:15 Leadership Bd.   
FH 
Trunk R Treat  5-7pm 

         See Schedule 

         See Schedule 

10:30 Blood Drive   
 
5:30 Pack Backpacks 

         See Schedule 
 
 

See Schedule 

See Schedule See Schedule 

See Schedule 

See Schedule 

Church Office Closed on Friday. 

12:00 pm SALT Lunch 
    Costume party 

Complete Cleaning is on campus Thursday and Friday 1:00-5:00 pm to clean our facilities. 

 

Fall Break Week 
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C h u rc h  S ta f f  

 

Pastor.ééé.éééé.ééé.ééé..é..ééé.....Rev. Theresa Johnson 
Worship Music Leader..ééééééééééé.éééé..Branson Clark 
Office Manageréééééééé.é...ééé.é...éééé..Sandra Phelps 
Organistééééééééé..ééé...éé.........ééé.é...Bobby Medlen 
Pianistéééééééééééé.ééé.é....ééé..é.ééJesse Bobick 
Financial Secretaryéééééé..éé.éé...éééééé.Andi Steinberg 
Youth Ministries Directorééééééé..ééé.éééé.Andi Steinberg 
Sparrowôs Nest Directorééé.ééé.éééé.éé...éééBetsy Jordan 
Custodialééééééééééé.éé..éé.Complete Cleaning Concepts 

SMYRNA FIRST 

UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH  

301 Sam Davis Road 

Smyrna, TN  37167 

Tel: 615-459-2826 
 

Visit us on the web: 

 smyrna1stumc.org 

Facebook: @sfumc.tn 

Instagram: @sfumc.tn 

Twitter: @sfumc_tn 

 

ñSmyrna First 
UMC  

is a community  
who is passionate 
about welcoming  
all, loving all and  
serving all so that  
we may offer Christ 

to all.ò 
 

zēÀĖĖĆĲĚ˫ `ÙĚġ 
sÀĖÙĀġĚ 2ÀĴ fĥġ 
Educating Children 

Since 1960 

Monday  &  
Wednesday 
9 am - 2 pm 

For more info, email 
sparrowsnest 

director@gmail.com 
 

A ministry of 
Smyrna First UMC. 

GET CONNECTED WITH A SMALL GROUP  

AT SMYRNA FIRST 

Sunday school classes available each week: 

Fellowship, 10 am, room 201 

MINGS (Men in Need of God’s Strength),  

10 am, room 312 

Motley Christians, 10 am, room 303 

Pairs & Spares,  10 am, room 307 

Searchers, 10 am,  room 305 

WINGS (Women in Need of God’s Strength),  

10 am, room 310 

YOUTH (6TH-12TH GRADES), 10 AM, 

rooms 315-317  

3RD-5TH GRADES,  

PRESCHOOL-2ND GRADE,  

10 am, room 311 

Modern Worship, 8:30 am; Traditional Worship, 11:00 am 

 
CHARGE  

CONFERENCE 
NOVEMBER 12, 2025 

6:00 PM 
FELLOWSHIP HALL 
Mark your calendar! 


